ERASMUS

and, indeed, in the history of the world; one of those
events that can never recur and which are pregnant with
possibilities for the coming centuries. To outward ap-
pearance, the Diet of Augsburg was less dramatic than
that held at Worms some years previously, but it cer-
tainly did not lag behind the earlier one so far as its last-
ing historical importance was concerned. Now, as then,
the point at issue was the spiritual and intellectual unity
of the western world.

At the outset, the Diet of Augsburg was extraordinarily
favourable to the Erasmian idea, that of a conciliatory
discussion between the opponents. Both parties to the
dispute, the old Church and the new, were going through
a severe crisis, and were, therefore, ripe for an under-
standing. The Catholic Church had lost much of its
whilom arrogance, and no longer looked disdainfully
down upon "the insignificant German heretic," for she
realized that the Reformation movement had kindled a
blaze throughout northern Europe, a conflagration
which was spreading further and further over the land.
The Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland, Denmark, and
(this was the cruellest blow) England had gone over to
the new doctrines; everywhere the penurious rulers were
realizing how conveniently they could fill their treasuries
by closing down the religious establishments and con-
fiscating ecclesiastical possessions in the name of Holy
Writ. The ancient weapons of Mother Church, excom-
munication, exorcism, and the like, did not impose upon
people now as in the days of Canossa, for had not an
Augustinian monk of no importance defied the papal
ban and burned the bull cheerfully in a public bonfire?
But where the papacy had suffered most was in its self-
esteem ; wounded to the heart it had to contemplate its
ravaged estates from the heights of the Holy See. The
sacco di Roma had ruined the prestige of the curia for
decades to come.
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